danger the legal Maintenance of the Clergy by Tythes: Inaſmuch as the People called 


| pround to hope, that the continued Uſe of the ſaid folemn Affirmation would, by deerecs, 


may not contribute to multiply then 2% and tempt Perſons to profeſs themſelves 
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I. The Petition of the London-Clergy, againſt the Quakers Bill. 


To the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual and 1emporal in 
| | Parliament aſjembled. 


The humble Petition of the Clergy in and about London, with all 
gSubm: ſion, 


Ihr Vet h 5 


HAT there is a Bill now depending in your Lordſhip's Houſe, entitled, Ar 
Att for granting the People called Quakers, ſuch Forms of Affirmation or Declara- 
tion, as may remove the Difficulties which many of them lye under, Which Bill, 
ſhould it paſs into a Law, as it may, (in its Conſequences, nearly affect the 
Property of the Subject in general, ſo will it in a more eſpecial Manner en- 


Quakers pretend to deny the Payment of Tithes, upon a Principle of Conſcience; and 
therefore, as your Petitioners apprehend, may be under ſtrong Inducements to eal.- th ir 
Conſcience in that Reſpe&, by violating it in another, when their {imple Affirmation, in 
behalf of Friends of the fame Perſuaſion, thall paſs in all Courts of Juſtice for legal Evidence. 

However the Injuries, that your Petitioners, in their private Rights, may poſtibly ſuf— 
fer, are, as they ought to be, of ſmall account with them, in Compariſon of the Mif- 
Chiefs which may redound to Society from the Indulgence intended; as it ſeems to imply, 
that Juſtice may be duly Adminiſtred, and Government ſupported, without the Interven- 
tion of any ſolemn Appeal to God, as Witne{s of the Truth of what is ſaid, by all Perſons 
in Caſes of great Importance to the common Weltare : Whereas your Petitioners are firm- 
ly perſuaded, that an Oath was inſtituted by God himſelf, as the ſureſt Bond of fidelity 
among Men, and hath been eſtzemed and found ſo to be, by the Wiſdom and Experience 
of all Nations, in all Ages. 

But that which chiefly moves your Petitioners to apply to your Lordſhips, is, their ſe- 
rious Concern leſt the Minds of good Men ſhould be grieved and wounded, and the Ene- 
mies of Chriftianity triumph, if they ſhall ſee ſuch Condeſcentions made, by a Chriſtian 
Legiſlature, to a Set of Men, who renounce the Divine Inſtitutions of Chriſt, particularly 
that, by which the Faithful are initiated into this Religion, and denominated Chriſtians ; 
and who cannot on this Account, according to the uniform Judgment and Practice ef 
the Catholick Church, be deem'd worthy of that ſacred Name. 

our Petitioners do moreover crave leave to repreſent to your Lordſhips, that, upon the 
beſt Information they can gain, the Inſtances wherein any Quaker hath refuſed the ſo- 
lemn Affirmation preſcribed by an Act in the ſeventh and eighth of Milliam III. have, 
from the paſſing that Act to this Day, been exceeding rare; fo that, there might b- 


ve cured that People of all thoſe unreaſonable Prejudices againſt an Oath, which the 
Favour deſign'd them by their Bill may d ta ſtrengthen and confirm. | 

And your Petitioners humbly leave e your Lordſhips wiſe Deliberation, whether ſuch 
an extraordinary Indulgence, granted A People already (as is conceived ) too numerous, 
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Quakers, in order to be exempted from the Obligation of Oaths, an4 to ſtand upon 2 
Foot of Privilege, not allowed to the beſt Chriſtians and Subjects in the Kingdom. 

Your Petitioners therefore humbly hope, that theſe, and other Conſideration, which 
may offer themſelves to your Lordſhips great Wiſdom, may induce your Lordſhips, not to 
give your Conſent to the paſſing of this Bill into a Law. 


And your Petitioners ſhall ever pray, &c. 


* 


II. The Lords Proteſt on rejecling the ſaid Petition. „ 
Die Mercuri 1 Die Jamuirii 172 J. 


A Petition of the Clergy in and about London was preſented to k 
the Houſe, and. read, againſt the paſſing the Bill, entituled, 
An Act for granting the People called Quakers ſuch Forms of q 
Affirmation o: Declaration, as may remove the Difficulties Gs, : 
which many of them Tye under. ON: 1 8 N 

Ard a Motion being made that the ſaid Petition be rejected. Aſter 7 
Debate, 

The Queſtion was put, whether the ſaid Petition ſhall be rejected? 

It was reſolved in the Affirmative. 
Diſſentient. | 


I. E CAUSE the Right of petitioning, in a legal Manner, to legal Purpoſes, does, 
we apprehend, appertain by Taw and Uſage, to the free People of this Realm; 
and 1s as effential to the Subject, acting within his due Bounds, as the Liberty 
of Debate is to the Conſtitution of Parliament. And this Right, as it extends | | 
to the petitioning even for the Repeal of Acts now in force, by which the People think f 
themſclves aggrieved; ſo it juſtifies them yet more in repreſenting their humble Senſe of | 
any new Law, while it is under the Conſideration of Parliament. Nor are the Clergy, 
we preſume, leſs privileged, in Relation to the Exerciſe of this Right, than any other of 
his Mijeſty's Subjects. On the contrary, we believe them as worthy of enjoying it, and 
as capable of exerting it to wiſe and good Ends, as any Rank of private Xen in the King- 
dom. 
II. Becauſe the Petition rejected is, in our Opinion, proper and inoſtenlive, both as to 
the Matter and Manner of it, ſince it partly relates to the peculiar Rights of the Clergy in 
point of Tythes, and partly expreſſes their Fears, (as we conceive, not altogether ground- 
leſs ) leaſt the Sect of Quakers, already too numerous, ſhould by this new Indulgence, be 
greatly multiplied z and leaf the Honour of Religion ſhould any ways after, and the Fovn- 
.dations of Government be ſhaken by what is intended; both whici it is the particular 
Duty of their Function to uphold and ſecure. We are not therefore apprehenſive, that it 
michecame their Characters to interpoſe on any of theſe important Points: And the way, 
in which they have done it, muſt ſeem to us free from Exception, *till ſome Paſſage in 
their Petition is pitch'd upon, as obnoxious, and cenſured by the Houſe; which as yet 
hath not been done. | 
III. Becauſe the Petition ſuggeſts a particular Grievance under which the Clergy will ſuffer 
by this Act, more than any other Order of Men; which, as it had never been obſerved 
in the Debates on the Bill, ſo was allowed to deſerve the Conſi leration of the Houſe. 
And therefore, had there been any other part of their Petition leſs nnexceptionable (as 
we apprehend, there is not) yet we do not think, that it was reaſonable to ly aſide the 
whole on that Account, and reje&t what was acknowledg'd fit to be conſidered, for the fake 
. of what was thought improper to be offered. | 
IV. Rzcauſe the Clergy of Londen are not in general ſo liberally provided for, but that they 
have Reaſon to be watchful in Relation to any Step that may unwarily be taken towards 
diminiching their Maintenance; which we look yak as not duly proportioned to their 
Labours, in populous Pariſhes, and to the various Imployments given them by Infidels, and 
Hereticks, Papiſts, and divers Sects of Men diſſenting from the Church eſtabliſhed by Law, 
with which this Metropolis is known to abound. And as their Situation gives them near 
Opportunities of obſerving and knowing what may be ſtirred in Parliament, to the Preju- 
dice of their Order; ſo we cannot but think that it becomes them to make uſe N54 
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that Advantage in behalf of their diſtant Brethren, as often as need ſhall require; eſpecially 
ata Time when the Repreſentatives of the Clergy, are not attending in Convocation, and 
in a Readineſs to exert their known Right of applying to the Legiſlature on all ſuch Occa- 
ſions. | 

V. Becauſe the 7,ond4on-Clergy, from whence the Petition came, are, in our Opinion, 
and have been always eſteemed of great Conſideration, with Reſpect to their extenſive In- 
fluence, and their Ability to be ſerviceable to the State in important Conjuntures. From 
this Body of Men have proceeded many of the moſt eminent Lights of the Church, and 
Ornaments of the Piſhop's Bench, eſpecially fince the Revolution; and, in the Reign pre- 
ceding it, their nevzr-to-be forgotten Labours put a Stop to the Torrent of Popery, then 
ready to overflow us. On which, and many other Accounts, we cannot but wiſh that 
the Applications at any time made to this Houle by the City-Clergy might be received with Re- 
gard and Tenderneis; and a more than ordinary Indulgence allowed them, at a time when 
ſo great Favours are about to be beſtowed on the profeſſed Opugners of their Function 
and Maintenance. 

VI. Bzcauſz by Experience we find, that the treating in this Manner a Petition from any 
great and confiderable Body of Men, is not the beſt way to allay the Jealouſes, and extin- 
glüſn the Unealinels that occaſioned it; a very contrary Effect having followed (according 
to the beſt of our Obſervation) from the rejecting a Petition lately offered by the City of 
Lindon. And the oftner ſuch Inſtances are repeated, the more, we fear, the Diſaffection 
of tus People will increaſe; who, thinking themſelves under Hardihips from which they de- 
fire to be relieved, may look upon it as a new, and yet greater Hardſhip, not to be heard. 
And tho” th: modett and dutiful Demeanor of the Clergy ſhould no ways contribute to 
theſe Conlquences, yet we know not how far this may be the Caſe, with reſpect to their 
Flocks z to whom their Perſons and Characters are dear, and who may therefore be induced 
by tre Reverence they bear to their Paſtors, to expreſs as much Concern on their Account, 
as they would on their own. For which Reaſon it was our earneſt Deſire, that this ſe- 
cond, and in our Opinion, dangerous Experiment, might not have been made, 


J. Ebor. | Briſtol, | Gower, | Comper, 
Weſton, Conningsby, | Trevor, Aberdeen, 
Uxbridge, | Strafford, Binoley, Bathurſt, 
Scarſdale, Foley, | St. John de Bletſoe, Aont joy, 
Compton, | North and Grey, | Guilford, | Fr. Roffen . 
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The Lords Proteſt againſt the Quakers Bill. 


Die Veneris 1 9 Fanuary, 1721. 
Hodie 3* vice lecta eſt Billa, Entituled, An Act foz Gꝛanting the Peo- 


ple called Quakers, ſuch Foꝛms of Affirmation, and Declara⸗ 


tion, as may remove the Difficulties which many of them ixe 
Under. 


The Queſtion was put, Whether this Bill ſhall Paſs © 
D/ * 2 . 
It was reſolved in the Affirmative. | [ek N 25 
Diſſentient. 


W. Cant. Jo. Oxon. 
B ECAUSE the Priviledge allowed by this Bill to the Quakers are without Ex- 
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ample, and no ways proportioned to the Steps formerly taken towards a gradual 
Indulgence of them, for, whereas they have Been hitherto under the real Obli- 
gation of an Oath, tho' diſpenced with as to ſome Formalities with Reſpect to the M. er 
of wording, and taking it, they are now altogether releaſed both from the Form and sub- 
ſtance of an Oath; and admitted to profeſs Fidelity, and give Teſtimony upon their {imple 
Affirmation: Nor are theſe great Priviledges Indulged to them (as the Leſs were) from 
time to time, and by degrees, but are at once made perpetual. | 
II. Becauſe we look upon the Quakers, who reje& the two Sacraments of Chriſt, and are, 
as far as they ſo do, unworthy of the Name of Chriſtians, to be on that account, unwor- 
thy alſo of receiving ſuch dffingniſhing Marks of Favour. 
III. Becauſe the Quakers, as they renounce the Inſtitutions of Chriſt, ſo have not given 
even the Evidence by Law required, of their Belief of his Divinity : It no ways appearing to 
Weng us 7 
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us (nor, do we believe it can be made appear,) that ever fince they were firſt Indulged [1 N 
& ALF} one Quaker in an hundred hath Subſcribed the Profeſſion of Chriſtian Belief directed 
by that Aft; nor conld we, upon a Motion made in the Houſe, prevail, that they ſhould 
even now be Obliged by ſuch previous Subſcription, to Intitle themſelves to the new and ex- 
traordinary Favours deſigned them. The Conſequence of which muſt, in our Opinion, be, 
that they will encourage themſelves yet farther in their Averſion to ſubſcribe that Profeſſion 
of Chriſtian Belief,” which they ſeem more to decline than even the taking of an Oath ; 
ſince great Numbers of them have (worn, tho' very few have Subſcribed that Profeſſion. 
Nor are we without Apprehenſions, that it may reflect ſome Diſhonour on the Chriſtian 
Faith, if the Evidence given by ſuch Perſons on their bare Word, ſhall by Law be judged of 
equal Credit with the ſolemn Oath of an acknowledged Chriſtian, and Sincere Member of 
the Eſtabliſhed Communion. a 

IV. Becauſe we look upon it as highly unreaſonable, that, in a Kingdom, where the Nobles, 
the Clergy and Commons are obliged to Swear Fealty to the Crown, and even the Sove- 
reign himſelf takes an Oath at his Coronation; a particular Sect of Men, who refuſe to 
ſerve the State, either as Civil Officers, or Soldiers, ſhould be entirely releaſed from that 
Obligation: Since 'tis natural to expect, that Perſons thus Iudulged as to the Manner of 
Profeſting, and the Meaſure of Performing their Allegiance, ſhould, by Degrees, be Induced 
totally to withdraw it, till they become as bad Subjects as Chriſtians, Fe 

V. Becauſe tho' {ach extraordinary Priviledges, are allowed to the Sect of Quakers by 
this Bill, yet there is no Mark or Teſt preſcribed by it, or by any otlier Act by which it 
may certainly be known who are Quakers, and conſequently; who are, or are not Inti- 
tled to thoſe Priviledges from whence this Inconvenience may ariſe, that many, not 
really Quakers, may yet ſhelter themſelves under the Cover of that Name, on purpoſe to 
be Releaſed from the Obligations of Oaths; It not beine, we conceive, in the Power of 
the Magiſtrate, as this Bill ſtands, to oblige any Perfon to take an Oath, who, at the 
time of tendring it, ſhall profeſs himſelf a Quaker: So that the Conceilions now made to 
that Sect, may prove a great Inlet to Hypocriſy and Falſehood, and will natiraly tend to- 
wards increaſing their Numbers; which, we rather wiſh, may be every Day diminifhed, 

VI. Becanſe we do not apprehend that the Quakers, as a Sect, are really under ſuch 
Scruples in Point of an Oath, that it is neceſſary to caſe them by ſuch an Act; few of them 
having, for five and twenty Years paſt, ſince their ſolemn Affirmation (equivalent to an 
Oath) was enacted, ever refuſed to comply with it: And, ſhould this have now and then 
happen'd, yet, when the great Body of any ſort of Sectaries are at Eaſe in their Conſci- 
ences, the Scrvples of a &w, we thirk, wg awt to be rezarde.ry, efpeduily, u continuing 
the Law now in Force, will probably ext guiſii thoſe Scruples, and the Repeal of it will 
certainly give new Liſe and Strength to thein. 

VII. Becauſe the Security of the Subject's Property, which depends upon T eftimony, ſeems 
to us to be leſſened by this Act; the Reverenc- of an Oath having been always obſerved to 
»perate farther towards the Difcovery of i ruth, than any other lets ſolemn Form of Aſ- 
feveration. Nor can the Quakers be excepted in this Caſe, whoſe awful Apprehenſions of 
an Oath appear from their earneſt. Fndeavours' to decline it. And therefore, where the 
Payment of Tythes, by them held to be ſinful, is concerned, they will have {rrong Inducements 
to dilguiſe the Truth, in what they [imply (firm, rather than wonnd their Conſciences 
and Credit, by contributing towards the Support of ſuch an Antichrittin Payment, In 
other Cafes of Property, their Intereſt only will Claſh with their Vetacit); but the Double 
Motive of Intereſt and Conſcience, will Influence them with reſpect to the Clergy 5 whoſe 
Calling and Maintenance, they equally condemn. EE 

VIII. Becauſe the Inducement, mentioned in the Bill, towards granting the. Quakers 
theſe Favours, That they are well Affected to the Goverment (a Polition, of which we 
have ſome doubt) might, we apprehend, be improved into a Reaſon tor granting like Fa- 
vours to Deifts, Ariaus, Jews, and even to {athens themſelves; 21 of hie mayfpoſſibly 
be, as ſome of them certainly are, Friends to the Government. However their Friend- 
ſhip, We preſume, would be Cultivated ar too great an Fxnence, it, tor the lake 01 it, any 
thing ſhould be done by the Legiſlature, which might woaken the Security oi all Govern- 
ments, an Oath; and, by that Means do more Miſchief to the State, in one rofpect, than 
it brought Advaitage in another, And we The rather thus chooſe to reaſon, becauſe an 
Argument was urged in the Debate, and no ways diſallowed, that, if /Zeathezs themſelves 
were equally of Uſe to the State, as the Quakers are, they ought alſo equally by Law to 
be Indulged : Whereas our firm Perſwaſion is, that, as no Man ſhould be perſecuted for his 
Opinions in Religion, ſo neither ſhould any Man, who is known to avow Principles 
deſtructive of Chriſtianity, however uſeful he may otherwiſz be to the State, be encouraged 
by a Law purpoſely made in his Favour to continue in thoſe Principles, 
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us (nor, do we believe it can be made appear, ) that ever ſince they were firſt Indulged [1 U 

te AN.] one Quaker in an hundred hath Subſcribed the Profeſſion of Chriſtian Belief directed 
by that Aft; nor could we, upon a Motion made in the Houſe, prevail, that they ſhould 
even now be Obliged by ſuch previous Subſcription, to Intitle themſelves to the new and ex- 
traordinary Favours deſigned them. The Conſequence of which muſt, in our Opinion, be, 
that they will encourage themſelves yet farther in their Averſion to ſubſcribe that Profeflion 
oi Chriſtian Belief, which they ſeem more to decline than even the taking of an Oath ; 
lince great Numbers of them have (worn, tho' very few have Subſcribed that Profe ſlion. 
Nor are we without Apprehenſtons, that it may reflect ſome Diſhonour on the Chriſtian 
Faith, if the Evidence given by ſuch Perſons on their bare Word, ſhall by Law be judged of 
Equal Credit with the ſolemn Oath of an acknowledged Chriſtian, and Sincere Member of 
the Eſtabliſhed Communion, . 

IV. Becauſe we look upon it as highly unreaſonable, that, in a Kingdom, where the Nobles, 
the Clergy and Commons are obliged to Swear Fealty to the Crown, and even the Sove- 
reign himſclt takes an Oath at his Coronation; a particular Se& of Men, who reſuſe to 
ſerve the State, either as Civil Officers, or Soldiers, ſhould be entirely releaſed from that 
Obligation: Since 'tis natural to expect, that Perſons thus Iudulged as to the Manner of 
Profeſiine, and the Meaſure of Performing their Allegiance, ſhould, by Degrees, be Induced 
totally to withdraw it, till they become as bad Subſects as Chriſtians. 

V. Becauſe tho' ſuch extraordinary Priviledges, are allowed to the Sect of Qinkers by 
this Bill, yet there is no Mark or Teſt preſcribed by it, or by any otlier Act by which it 
may certainly be known who are Quakers, and conſequently; who are, or are not Inti- 
tle4 to thoſe Priviledges from whence this Inconvenience may ariſe, that many, not 
really Qizkers, may yet ſhelter themſelves under the Cover of that Name, on purpoſe to 
be Releaſed from the Obligations of Oaths; It not beine, we conceive, in the Power of 
the Magiſtrate, as this Bill ſtands, to oblige any Perfon to take an Oath, who, at the 
time of tendring it, ſhall profeſs himſelf a Quaker: So thit the Conceiſions now made to 
that Sect, may prove a great Inlet to Hypocriſy and Falſehood, and will nativaly tend to- 
warcds increaſing their Numbers; which, we rather wiſh, may be every Day diminithed. 

VI. Becanſe we do not apprehend that the Quakers, as a Sec, are really under ſuch 
Scruples in Point of an Oath, that it is neceſſary to caſe them by ſuch an Act; few of thein 
having, for five and twenty Years paſt, ſince their ſolemn Affirmation (equivalent to an 
(ati) was enacted, ever refuſed to comply with it: And, ſhould this have now and ther 
happen'd, yet, when the great Body of any ſort of Sectaries Eaſe in their Conſci- 
enrzc, the Qoprrn oc of 1 e e ee 
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the Law now in Force, will probably ext gui thoſe Scruples, and the Repeal of it will 
certainly give new Liſe and Strength to then. 

VII. Becauſe the Security of the Subject's Property, which depends upon Teſtimony, ſcems 
tous to be leſſened by this Act; the Reverenc- of an Oath having been always obſerved to 
perate farther towards the Diſcovery of ruth, than any other lefs ſolemn Form of Aſ— 
teveration. Nor can the Quakers be exczpt2d in this Cale, whoſe awful Apprehenſions of 
an Oath appear from their earneſt Fndeavours' to decline it. And therefore, where the 
Payment of Tythes, by them held to be finfal, is concerned, they will tive itrong Inducements 
to dilgniſe the Truth, in what they ſimply affirm, rather than wound their Coniſciences 
and Credit, by contributing towards the Support of ſuch an Anticarittian Pavinent, In 
other Cafes of Property, their Intereſt on!'y will Claſh with their Veracity 5 but the Double 
Notive of Intereſt and Conſcience, will Influence them with reſpect to the Clergy 5 whoſe 
Calling and Maintenance, they equally condemn. 

VIII. Becauſe the Inducement, mentioned in the Bill, towards granting the. Quakers 
theſe Favours, That they are well Affecten to the Goverment (a Polition, orf which we 
have ſome doubt) might, we apprehend, be improved into a Reaſon for grating like Fa- 
vours to Deifts, Arians, Jews, and even to Ilcatheus themſelvesz t of which mayfpoſſibly 
be, as ſome of them certainly are, Friends to the Government. However their Friend- 
ſhip, We preſume, would be Cutivated at too great an Fxnence, if, tor the fake of it, any 
thing ſhould be done by the Lexiflature, which might woxken the Security 0: all Govern: 
ments, an Oath; and, by that Means do more Miſchief to che State, in oeh, than 
it brought Ad A. tage in another. And we rae rather thus chooſe to reaſon, becauſe an 
Argument was urged in the Debate, and no ways diſallowed, that, it Teal bens themſelves 
were equally of Uſe to the State, as the Quakers are, they onght alio equally by Law to 
be Indulged: Whereas our firm Perſwaſion is, that, as no Man ſhould be perſecuted for his 
Opinions in Religion, ſo neither ſhould any Man, who is known to avow Principles 
deſtructive of Chriſtianity, however uſeful: he may otherwilz be to the State, be encouraged 
by a Law purpoſely made in his Favour to continus in thoſe Principles. 
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